
Cpl (Ret’d) Damien Severin, 19 July 2016   
 

 

Rough Transcript 
Cpl (Retired) Damien Severin, SALH (19 July 2016) 

 
Deployment(s): Afghanistan 2009-10     
Interviewer/Transcriber:  LCol M.C. Vernon 
 
Note: Quotations are not 100% verbatim 
 
Timecode Content 

0:20 He was a year or two out of high school, training to be an electrician.  
Had 2-3 years in military.  He started training at 19.  Turned 21 the year 
he got back. 

1:15 When he joined, recruiter predicted a “reservist brigade” going to 
Afghanistan.  Several members of unit came back with awesome 
stories. “I wanted some cool stories too.” 

1:45 High school friends didn’t agree.  They were from Bosnia, with a 
different appreciation for war.  He didn’t tell his family until he was 
fully committed. He didn’t want them to talk him out of it.  He told them 
a week before starting work up training. He didn’t have much contact 
with them.  He wasn’t living at home.  “They had to scramble to get 
family photos done. “  They were supportive while he was overseas.  He 
found it hard to stay in touch.  Three members of his squadron 
deployed “together”, but they served in different roles, apart. 

3:50 Intention?  He was hoping to stay in longer. He didn’t know much about 
Afghanistan when he joined.  Peer pressure to deploy?  Not really. 

4:20 Training?  February 2009 in Edmonton.  No space for them on base, so 
they lived in a hotel for their nine months in Edmonton.  A bit confusing 
on first day, not knowing where to report or to whom.  He was slated to 
be company commander’s driver in the National Support Element.  He 
was with Force Protection platoon from BC.  They adopted him as a 
driver. Two weeks before deploying, the company commander told him 
he’d stay with the FP platoon.  They were in Gwagens for training, but 
switched to LAVs and RG31s overseas.  Did training courses as drivers 
and gunners on these vehicles. 

6:40 How adequate?  “They were pretty hard on us on workup.  So hard.  I 
learned so much, I couldn’t have done without the nine months.” 
Started in February and first groups left in September.  He deployed in 
October.  Halfway through, they were getting bored with the repetition, 
“but good thing they didn’t send me right away.”  They did patrols in 
Suffield over and over. 

8:20 Expectations? They’d heard the news about people dying, so expected 
something “really bad”, but after a few days it was OK.  Had to circle the 
airfield for a few hours when they arrived due to a jet that had crashed 
on the runway at KAF. 

9:25 They were hoping for a little more action, what pretty much everyone 
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wanted, but it went pretty smooth.  “Most of the platoon wanted to fire 
off a couple more rounds in anger, but it never really happened.” 

10:10 They landed at 0500, “the heat just smacks you right in the face, dust 
everywhere, really sweaty, the smell from the shit pond.  Wow, man, 
this country stinks.”  They test-fired their weapons, underwent 
briefings. 

11:15 Daily routine? Main job was working with 1 Service Battalion escorting 
resupply convoys to smaller bases. Service the vehicles.  Missions every 
day or every other day.  Up at 5, departing around 0900.  Make sure the 
convoy got to where it was going, safe.  He was told it would be 
dangerous because they’d be on the road, targets for IEDs, nearly every 
day. 

12:30 It got easier the more they did it.  Fell back on their training.  First 
patrol?  His fourth day in country, slated for a two-stop, “easy” patrol.  
Kandahar City was a mess, always a traffic jam. His first time out of the 
vehicle was in the countryside. He was nervous, even though it was 
paved road.  Then they’d go to more dangerous areas along dirt roads 
where they’d notice the road or culverts were blown up.   

14:15 Mine threat was mostly pressure-plated IEDs. They called the sand/dirt 
“moon dust”. You don’t really know where you’re stepping. 

14:55 His first time behind the wheel?  He only drove once behind the wheel.  
He was slated as an emergency driver.  He was very nervous driving, 
knowing that the driver would get hurt the worst, going way too fast.  
“Yeah, you’re not driving any more.”  He preferred being a dismount, 
securing scenes. 

16:10 He was a C9 driver.  Sometimes they would get out in the city and clear 
traffic.  It was terrible dealing with Afghans: “They don’t know what 
you’re saying, you don’t know what they’re saying.  They only respond 
to a gun in the face.  Move.”   

17:20 Memorable incident?  New Year’s Eve 2009/2010, one of the three guys 
from Medicine Hat was involved in an IED explosion.  He’d seen him at 
Camp Nathan Smith earlier that day.  When he returned that night from 
his mission, he got a call ordering them back out.  “One of the PRT 
teams got his.  Oh crap, because we’re all reservists and know those 
guys.”  He finally got to bed, then was told someone wanted to see him 
at the Role 3.  He asked if his friend had lost his leg. “We had a bet 
between us, who was going to lose his leg first.  It was a terrible bet.” 
His leg was all mangled.  They spent the day together.  Until he was 
shipped to Germany.  They’d been each others’ dates at their high 
school graduation.  And he lost most of his platoon that day.  “It was a 
real mess.” [30 December 2009, when Michelle Lang and several 
reservists were killed by an IED]. When he was told someone wanted to 
see him, “I knew exactly who it was.” 

20:20 Hospital experience?  His BMQ instructor was his friend’s platoon 
commander. He walked into hospital.  His friend had been yelling his 
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name all night. Severin had been recovering the vehicle that had been 
blown up.  His leg was pretty much hamburger.  Walks with a cane now. 
He’s recently heard they might have to amputate it.  His name is Brad 
______.  [It seems like they don’t see each other any more, have lost 
touch.]  He’s from Medicine Hat, but lives in Edmonton.  

22:00 Going back to work after the IED?  It changed his whole life.  He’s 
stressed out, still getting back to normal life.  “That night changed 
everything.  You almost lost your friend.  He even told me how he got 
out of the LAV, which is graphic.  The only thing that saved him was not 
wearing a seatbelt.  When he woke up after the explosion the turret of 
the LAV was missing and the ramp was gone. So he dragged himself 
out, and all he could think about was, ‘Where’s my rifle?’, expecting an 
ambush.  Someone found him.” 

23:45 How hard to resume his job on tour?  He left Afghanistan 17 May.  He 
got a couple days off immediately to recover. “It was hard calling his 
family and girlfriend to tell them what happened.”  He says the unit was 
feeding the family “the wrong information”.  They were being told he 
was still in Kandahar several days later, but Severin had seen the flight 
leave for Germany.  His friend called him later. 

26:00 Another incident?  Beating the Americans in a hockey game, with CBC 
TV present. People saw him on TV.  Right before the Olympics, a mock 
game with the Americans “and pretty much spanked them”. Then when 
Canada won gold, they saw an American sign, “Canada is not allowed on 
this base”. 

27:00 They played a lot of Rockband on Xbox 360s.  “When in doubt, rack out. 
Sleep.” 

27:30 For leave he flew back to St Lucia, where he’s from.  “You see all your 
family and they say, ‘What did you bring me?’  I’m coming from a war 
zone.  No time to shop.”  Then they wanted him to bring gifts to his 
Canadian family… but he was heading to Afghanistan. 

28:45 Mental state by tour’s end?  I don’t really want to say.  “We were pretty 
much drilling holes, from Superbad movie.”  They got to work with 
some British troops towards the end, trade some kit.  “You’re still alert, 
know what you’re doing, but have a little bit of fun before you go 
home.” 

30:00 Superstitious at all?  Doesn’t think so, but they’d put three 3-in-1 
coffees in a bottle of water to help stay awake, alert.  They always 
listened to “We Jammin’” by Bob Marley, to do with their electronic 
countermeasures.  You can tell when it’s on, buzzing in your headset.  
They also loved “Small Town Girl”.  Every crew had its own music.  He 
was the only Albertan in his group; others were all from BC. 

31:45 One of his best buddies just came to Medicine Hat for Severin’s 
wedding.  They did everything together, and sometimes needed their 
space, choosing to walk on base instead of taking the van. 

32:35 Final 24 hours?  He wasn’t slated for any patrols, deliberately.  Packing, 
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getting dust out of your stuff.  They gave a lot of little things to the 
incoming troops. 

33:15 They flew from Kandahar, to Dubai (where they turned in their 
weapons), to Cyprus.  They got extra money in Cyprus—“a terrible idea.  
Guys just used it to go to the bar, not excursions.”  He did some 
excursions, but went to bar or stayed in his room puking. 

34:30 It was pretty valuable, but the classes “were pretty much just a joke 
because most people were hung-over and inattentive.  Didn’t really pay 
attention to anything.  Don’t take a gun to a picnic.  I’m not going to do 
that.  I know that.” 

35;20 Awesome reception, accompanied by two CF18s, chatting over the 
intercom.  On the bus, every overpass was packed with people, flags, 
firefighters. “I never really expected that, unless you came home in a 
box.”  And at the base in Edmonton, his unit CO and his buddy Brad 
were there.  Got a room to sleep in, but they went straight to the airport 
to get a flight to Medicine Hat.  On arrival, the squadron leaders were 
there.  One guy hadn’t told his parents, so he took a cab home to 
surprise his parents. 

37:20 He wasn’t “done” then.  He returned to regular work, but a few people 
noticed “I wasn’t normal any more.  Not the same guy. And after 10,000 
doctors’ appointments the army decided it was time to release.  I was 
angry and most of the stuff we did, I didn’t want to do this. It’s this 
mentality ‘I’ve done the real thing, so why would I want to practice 
again?’  I wasn’t mentally stable for my job any more.”  Then, he agreed, 
but he’s been out for two years and misses it.  Now it’s all new faces.  He 
has no interest in coming back and meeting new people.  The third 
friend now lives in Edmonton with Brad.  He got out before Severin.  
“I’m pretty left by myself.  My platoon’s from BC, so I don’t see them 
much.” 

39:40 You can’t share stories with high school buddies.  They don’t know 
what happened and they don’t agree with it.  Pretty hard not having 
friends from tour here.  But they stay in touch via social media.  The guy 
who came for his wedding sends him a daily photo of his “morning 
glory” bowel movement. 

41:00 “you watch a lot of war movies and try to relate”.  He keeps a lot of stuff 
hidden from his wife, but she knows he’s changed and is a nurse who 
knows how to deal with him.  They didn’t get together until he came 
back. 

42:00 Medical treatment? He was bounced around a lot.  Had to drive to St 
Albert once for a doctor’s appointment.  It was a full-time job going to 
doctors’ appointments on Class A.  Military tried covering what it could.  
He’s seen eight different doctors since he got back. 

43:25 Final thoughts?  He tried to go back, but the unit/military blocked it.  
The squadron lost a lot of people to the Regular Force, so they weren’t 
that supportive. He briefly tried to component transfer to the Navy.   
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44:30 Effects?  He misses the travelling and the friends during those 18 
months.   

45:10 What’s next?  “I’ll end up going back somewhere, with a gun in my 
hand, doing something. I’ve been to the States to do private security 
courses. “  He might do Criminal Justice at school, but he has doubts 
he’ll be successful due to his medical history. “I just like carrying a gun.  
I’m so used to it.  I like doing it all the time.  I want to have one. I guess I 
should move to America.” 

46:15 His wife “pretty much kiboshes every plan.  If I’d been with her, I 
wouldn’t have been able to go to Afghanistan.”  They travelled a lot.  He 
did his course in Fayettville, Arkansas.  “It cost a pretty penny, to be a 
private military contractor.  I’ve applied for a few, but don’t hear back. 
They pretty much hire Americans.”  He’s lost interest after a while.  “I 
might just end up working at the Medicine Hat Jail as a jail guard.  
That’s my backup plan.” 

48;00 Afghanistan made him grow up.  Before, he’d party ever night.  His time 
in the army was the best. He and his wife are expecting twin boys in a 
month.  “As soon as you’re old enough, you’re going into the army.  The 
army teaches you how to be a man.” 

48:45 He’s excited, but he wanted a girl, “so I could buy more shotguns. But 
with two boys, I’ll buy more rifles to teach them how to shoot.” 

 Additional visuals desired: 
--confirm his wounded friend’s name:  Brad _______? 
 

 


